The Musical Ride Today

Members of the Musical Ride are, first and forempstice officers who, after at least two yearsciive
police work, volunteer for duty with the Musicaldi Most members are non-riders prior to their
equestrian training with the RCMP; however, onayttomplete the courses of instruction, they ndf on
become riders but ambassadors of goodwill. Workimgugh a unique medium, they promote the
RCMP's image throughout Canada and the world. R@Mmbers only remain with the Musical Ride for
three years which ensures an annual rotation abappately one third (33%) of the riders.

Today, in keeping with tradition, the Musical Rideperformed by a full troop of 32 riders and hstse
plus the member in charge. The Musical Ride camsithe execution of a variety of intricate figsiiand
cavalry drill choreographed to music. Demandingagttontrol, timing and coordination, these
movements are formed by individual horses and sidantwo's, four's and eight's at the trot anthat
canter. Months of training, practice and many kigdras/miles around the riding school make horse and
rider one. The horses must not only appear in theid4l Ride, but on Parliament Hill, in paradegcal
events and have the ability to travel and adapifterent environments, not to mention, hours dtipg

and photo-taking that the horses must patientlyend

One of the most recognizable Musical Ride formatiisrthe "Dome,"once featured on the back of the
Canadian fifty-dollar bill. The highlight of the Mical Ride is, without a doubt, the CHARGE when
lances, with their red and white pennons, are led/@nd the riders and their mounts launch into the
gallop. The conclusion of the performance is thediidast performed to the strains of the RCMP's
Regimental March where the Musical Ride traditibnshlutes the guest of honour.

The RCMP Musical Ride tours throughout Canadalthitéed States and other international venues,
performing at approximately forty to fifty locatisra year between the months of May and October.
Thirty-six riders, thirty-six horses, a farrierteechnical production manager and three Non-Comaonissi
Officers travel with the Musical Ride on tour.

For more information, please visit the RCMP webatt@ww.rcmp-grc.gc.car contact National
Communication Services Directorate at 613-993-382&: 613-993-1095).



